Questions on Ethics readings
Bruce Jackson
1. Pg 260 (original text): do you agree with Jackson’s (the author’s) assessment of J. Mason Brewer, that “the cost to his study and ethical problems probably aren’t great”? Would this change if Brewer’s text was open access (for example a wikibook)?
2. Pg 263 “If you’re… an investigative reporter seeking out corrupt officials, perhaps your job justifies a measure of indirection.”  Do you agree? If so, does that also apply to corrupt scientists? How about scientists who are not corrupt, but support what you think is a bad idea, like insisting that radiation isn’t really that harmful, or that women’s brains are genetically inferior to men’s brains?
3. Pg 264 Jackson dismisses Nickerson’s assertion that, in the end, his fellow workers were on his side when he revealed his clandestine mission.  Agree? Disagree?
Horowitz, “Just stories on ethnographic authority”

4. What does Horowitz mean by the difference between theory-driven treatment of ethnographic authority and ethics-driven treatment?
5. How does he illustrate his process of negotiation using the example of hotel management?
6. How does he illustrate his process of negotiation using the example of “the Jew on mainstreet”?

Thorn, “Are you still takin’ notes?

7. What does the author mean by “Kantian and utilitarian lines of reasoning”?

8. What does the author mean by “patterns of sponsorship and introduction” in relation to the idea of voluntary choice?

Grindstaff,  “Epilogue: Airing Another Kind of Dirty Laundry”
9. How does she analyze the issue of studying up vs studying down in relation to her own work?

10. How does she use feminist perspectives to illuminate the ethics issues in ethnography?
